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hope and desire. The Koran also inculcates throughout the
most unqualified predestination, and, with the exception of
a few obscure sectaries, it has ever influenced, and still influ-
ences, the practice of the Moslems, leading them to regard even
ordinary precautions against contagion as a sinful opposition
to the divine decrees. "Every bullet has its billet," was the
saying of an European predestinarian, and there can be no
sense of danger where chance is excluded. His companions
accordingly advanced to battle with fearless confidence, per-
suaded that those destined to die in their beds, must be invul-
nerable in the field.

It appears to me that long and earnest meditation led him to
believe that he was born to reform the religion of Arabia, and
that as soon as the enlightened but not sanctified mind of the
disappointed visionary found his countrymen unmoved by
his arguments and eloquence, *ancl his life endangered, this
belief stimulated him to use the sword, which he might con-
sider given to him as a more effectual instrument; and he did
not start at the means, which he might believe that the wars
of the Israelites sanctioned, because he was satisfied of the
justice and importance of the end, The injustice of Mecca,
and the choice of Medina, had transformed the citizen into a
prince, the preacher into a general, and the credulity of his
proselytes, and his success, jvould tend to fortify his assurance
of his divine mission. His interest and Islam were inseparably
connected; and his conscience might be soothed by the per-
suasion that he alone was absolved from the obligations of his
own laws; and the special revelation which relieved him, as a
prophet, from all restraint, instead of .producing scandal or
envy, but increased the veneration of his followers. He had
now determined to refer his cause to arms; but he first pru-
dently determined to eradicate the seeds of jealousy between his
new friends and his fellow-exiles, by forming a fraternity, in which
one of each body was coupled with one of the other, with the
rights and obligations of brethren; and AH, finding himself"
without an associate, he feelingly declared that he would be
his companion and brother. The expedient answered com-